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THE REPORT, &c. 


FELLOW CITIZENS, + 


NOWING from experience that thoſe who (through 
the depraved ſtate of what ſhould be the repreſentative 
body) are ſuffered to prey on the vitals of our Country, 
derive the principle pait of their ſucceſs, in oppoling an equal 
repreſentation from the active circulation of falſehoods, re- 
ſpecting this, and other ſimilar ſocieties; we think it adviſe- 
able, that you ſhould give an explicit declaration of your PRIN- 
CIPLES and WISHES, which we conceive to be as follow. 
1 That all men are by nature free, equal and independent of 
each other, | 
2 That to enjoy all the advantages of civil ſociety, it is 
not neceſſary that individuals ſhould relinquiſh more of their 
natural independence than is requered to fulfill this injunction. 
« Let the minority yield a friendly ſubmiſſion to the majority.“ 
g That no majority however great, can juſtly deprive the 
minority of any part of their civil rights: - wherever it is at- 
tempted, the ſocial bond is broken, and the minority have a 
right to reſiſt. | 
4 The civil rights of every individual are equality of voice, 
in the making of laws, and in the choice of perſons by whom 
thoſe laws are to be adminiſtered. —Equality before the law, 
whether in claiming its protection or ſubmitting to its ſentence, 
Freedom to publiſh his opinion, to exerciſe his religious wor- 
ip without molestation or reſtriction, and to enjoy his pro- 
rty, ſubjett only to ſuch contributions as may be impartially 
— for the public ſervice. 
5 Submiſſion to any meaſure docs not imply ſilence as to 
the propriety or impropriety thereof, 
6 Every power entruſted to a magiſtrate, implies a reſpon- 
fibility for the exerciſe of that power. 
7 The foregoing are not new, but are the original principles 
of Engliſh government. | 
8 The total departure from the principle of equality in the 
election of the legiſlative body, commonly called the Houle 
of Commons, is the chief caule why the people of Britain are 
now deprived of the benefit. of the foregoing principles ; and 
in gun thereof, labour under a continued ſyſtem of extortion 
and monopoly. | 
9. The Corn aft—is a grievance immediately reſulting from 
the reſtriftion of the choice of repreſentatives, to mer of 
landed property ;,Þy._it the price of bread in general is doubled 
and ſometimes much more than doubled; for whenever this 
country happens to be bleſſed with an abundant ' ſeaſon, a part 
of the taxes under which we groan, is applicd to entourage the 
exportation, and advance the ” of corn, Thus we pay one 
tax to government,to give the landed man an opportunity of lay. 
ing on another, The hackneyed pretence for this act is, * the 
welfare of the farmer.” The real intention of it is, to enable 


the monopolizers of farms, to pay enormous rents 


* 


- 


+ [823 
10 Came laws Though too evident!y calculated,to diſarm the 


nation, may in general be attributed to the {ame reſtriction :;— 
by them, even the Farmer, on whoſe property the game is 
fed, is robbed of every conſtitutional right of a Briton, and ſub. 
jected to the brutality of a Baſhaw in the form of a country juſ- 
tice, from whom there 15 no appeal, 

11 Exciſe laws—and ſtamp duties (and the conſequent ſyſtem of 
{piesand informers) equally repugnant to the profeſſed principles 
of the conſtitution, and moſt extenſive in their oppreſſion; are 
often introduced merely as engines of corporation influence; 
for in ſome inſtances, the produce of the tax does not pay the 
expence of collection; were the ſenſe of the nation fairly taker, 
it is impoſlible to believe but that whatever ſum might be ne- 
ceſſary for the public ſervice it would be railed by means leſs 
obnoxious and leſs expenſive. 

12 The mutiny act—which would never have exiſted, had not 
the bulk of the people been excluded from repreſentation. 


It rellects a charge of hypocriſy on thoſe who affect to bewail 


the late events in France, yet calmly view the defenders of 
their own country, ſubjected to every ſpecies of fraud, inſult, 
and cruelty, The military excellence of true republicans, in 


all ages, proves it to be unneceſſary. Convince a Briton, that 


the is about to fight for a country, in which his rights are duly 


conſulted, and the cat of nine-tails may be burnt by the hands 


of the common hangman. | 
13 Theimpreſs ſervite—equally cruel with the foregoing, is 
another effect of partial repreſentation ; it has lately been prov- 
ed that the expence of this ſervice, if applied to encreale the 
ſeamens pay, would render impreſſing unneceſſary; but it is 
more conſiſtent with the government of a faction, to diſtribute 
the ſum among the officers of corporations. 
1.34 The ill effects of partial repreſentation are not confined to 


men in private ſtations, we challenge contradiction when we 


aſſert that, in general, promotion, whether in the Army, Navy 
or Church, is the effect of 1 connection, and the 
reward of parliamentary proſtitution. | 


15 We cannot enter:ain a doubt that the foregoing ſtatement 


of grievances will be admitted as juſt by our countrymen at 
large, and alſo that an equal repreſentation by univerſal and an- 
nual ſuffrage, would tend immediately to redreſs them, It re- 
mains to prove that the difficulties ſaid to attend ſuch a ſcheme 
are merely the chimerical inventions of intereſted men. 

16 Let us ſuppoſe all partial corporations, (thoſe badges of ſla- 
very) aboliſhed and conſider the whole iſland as one corporation, 
divided into counties or cities, for the purpoſes of embodying 
and exerciſing militia, &c, and for electing repreſentatives, ſub - 
divided into diſtricts or townſhips as nearly as convenient in 
equal proportion to the number of inhabitants, Ns. 

17 Allow to each diſtrict or townſhip, one repreſentative 
and let it be ſubdivided into Pariſhes, and every man entitled to 
| vote, be regiſtered in the pariſh in which he reſideg. Large 
pariſhes may be ſubdivided into wards, or hamlets. 

18, Let every voter give his vote in the pariſh in which he 


reſides, let the votes be brought in writing, and called for in 
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ſucceſſion, either ha bete) by the names of the voters, or 
numerically by the wards and numbers of houſes;—either of 
theſe methods would prevent that ſource of riot, the practice 
of voting in party groups. 

10. The truth of entry of every individual vote in each pariſh 

would caſily be examined, and the totals of the ſeveral pariſhes 
in each diſtri& ſo eaſily collected, that we ſcruple not to aſſert 
a general Election might be decided with indiſputable certainty, 
in twelve hours. | e . 
20. In ſaying the whole iſland ſhould be conſidered as one 
Corporation, we do not wiſh to be underſtood as recommending 
that diſtricts ſhould chuſe their repreſentatives from diſtant 
« Parts, On the contrary we think the repreſentative ſhould 
always be a reſident of the diſtri, as his character would be 
better known to his conſtituents, Hearſay characters are ſel- 
dom any other than the blazonings of faction. 

21, It is indiſpenſible to good government that repreſentatives 
ſhould be paid for their eic to the public. The want of 
open and honourable reward, retards the exertion of laudable 
characters and ſubjects the nation to the fraudulent and delu. 
five practices of mock patriots. # Hah "PM 

22. To thoſe who are convinced of the propriety of the fore- 
going ideas and only aſk, how ſhall we attain the practice of 

them? We anſwer: affociate. By fo doing you will better cor- 
rect and ſtrengthen each others opinions on the ſubject of liber- 
ty, and eventually Abaſn the tools of corrupt influence and law- 
leſs power, Effects which are not to be expected from the 
vague and deſultory exertion of individual opinions. 

Having thus ſtated what we conceive to be the ſentiments of 
the Society, we recommend that the members ſhall meet in di- 
vifions, conſiſting as nearly as convenient of thirty members 
each, and that the management of its affairs, be ied in one 

- COMMITFEE OF DELEGATES one SELECT COMMIT- 
TEE and one COUNCIL, ſubject to REFERENCE TO THE 
DIVISIONS and TRIAL BY JURY, as more particularly de- 
fined in the following ſections, 


SECTION I. Form of admiſſion aud duly of a Member: 


1. Each Candidate for admiſſion. into this Society ſhall be 
poſed by a member, who ſhall either belong to the divifiop, 
in which the propoſal is made, or be perſonally known as a 
member of this ſociety, to two members of ſuch divifion. - 
2. Ihe Secretary ſhall enter the name, reſidence and occupa- 
tion of the Candidate, together with the propoſer's name, = 
number, in the minute book of the diviſion, and the Prefident 
ſhall put the following queſtion to the propoſer. 1 
Are you well acquainted with the Candidate you propoſe," with his 
means of life, and his political principles, and are you well affured that 
his general charatter is ſuch as will not be diſgraceful to this Society? 
3. If the propoſer ſhall anſwer the foregoing queſtion in the 
affirmative, the Frefidert ſhall demand of the Divilion, whether 
any member has any objettion to the candidate. * 
4. If no objection ſatis factory to the diviſion ſhall be made, 
the Prefident ſhall put the following queſtions to the candidate. 


- 


* 
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Are you convinced that every man who has attainea to years dif- 
cretion, is in poſſeſſion of has "reaſon, and not diſqualified by crmet 
ought to have a vote for a Repreſentative, and not more than one 
vote ? 10 

Are you convinced that the repreſentation ought to be divided as 
nearly as poſſible in proportion to the number of eleftors ? N 

Are you convinced that the eiection of Repreſontatives of the People 
ought to be Annual? : | 

Will you by all j ert means endeavour to promote a Reform in 
the Parliament of this country, agreeable to the principles which you 
have now profeſſed ? 50 5 1 287 78 

5. The Candidate having anſwered the foregoing queſtions 
in the affirmative, ſhall be declared a member, and ſhall 
receive à ticket on which ſhall be endorfed his name, and the 
time to which his contribution is paid. And another ticket on 
which ſhall be written in' large figures the number of his divi- 
fion ; and beneath that, his own number in the diviſion. _ 

6. It ſhall be at his option, to wear the latter ticket in a viſi- 
ble ' fituation in any meeting of this ſociety, and it is particu- 
larly adviſeable that he ſhouldwear it in general meetings, and 
keep with the members of his own diviſion. 

7. Every member fhall pay 6d. at the meeting of his divifion, 
next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, or after- 
that rate for ſq long as he ſhall think proper to renew his ticket, 
to defray the expences of this ſociety, and of the room in Which 
His diviſion meets. HALEN FEISTY a 
8. The laſt article ſhall not preclude any member from fur- 
niſhing a larger contribution, as he may judge proper, either 
Ri or occaſionally: but ſuch extra contirbution 

all not give the member any additional power. . | 

9. It is the duty of every member to ſtudy concord, and for 
that purpoſe to moderate his on paſſions, particularly his per- 
ſonal attachments and averſions. e | 

10. To make himſelf well acquainted with the principles, con- 
ſtitution and laws of this ſociety, and to circulate a knowledge 
of the ſame, to the utmoſt of his ability. rs | 

11. To attend his own diviſion as conſtantly as poſſible, and 
particularly on the meeting next before the firſt Thurſday in 
each Calendar month, ine Pap 

12. During the diſcuſſion of any queſtion, it is the duty of 
every member to give a cloſe and candid attention to the opini- 
ons which are given on it, and alſo to give his own opinion 
freely, unleſs it ſhall correſpond exactly with one already given, 

In giving his vote, which is the declaration of his final 
opinion, he ought to be guided ſolely by his own conviction, 
totally diſregarding the chance of his being in a minority or 
majority, even though he ſhould Rand alone. 

14. When deciſion is taken by a ſhew of. hands eve- 
ry member ſhall give his vote filently, by ſhewing 
one hand : The prattice of ſhewing both hands, or of calling 
all! alll or ether ſuch exclamations are twnultuous, indecent, 


"and utterly vawarrantable, 


States. 
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15. Incaſe his diviſion abu be Apel by perſecution, he 

ſhall uſe every endeavour to rally the members of it, but it un- 
ſucceſsful in this attempt, he may then join any diviſion which 
may perſevere in meeting. 

16. To habituate himſelf both in and out of this Society, to 
an orderly and amicable manner of reaſoning, but eſpecially 10 
obſerve the following Rules of mk | 


ORDER. 


1. That no Member ought to be interrupted while ſpeaking, 
unleſs for the purpoſe of calling him to order, 

2. All noiſe is interruption, whether intended to expreſs 
applauſe or cenſure ;. approbation may be expreſſed by holding 
up A hand. . "+ 

3. To attribute the conduct or opinion of any member to fac- 
tious combination, or other improper motive, is diſorderly, as 
are alſo all invettives and declamatory remarks, | 

4+ The foregoing is not intended to curtail the power of ac- 
cuſation, agreeable to the XIth Section of this Conſtitution, 
but only that ſuch accuſation ſhall not interfere with any other 
queſtion, \ 

5. No member ſhall be allowed to ſpeak longer than ten mi- 
nutes at one time, nor more than twice to one queſtion, except 
to explain or retract, _ X | 
6. No member ſhall be allowed to ſtile himſelf, or any other, 
by any party name, whether intended to convey reſpett or dil- 


7. All political appellations which do not in their immediate 
interpretation convey an idea of political ſentiment or ſituation, 
are party names. The following do not fall under this objec- 
tion, as will appear by their explanations, _ . | 
Republican, —One who wiſhes to promote the general welfare 
of his country. hs, 4 
Democrat,—A ſupporter of the rights and power of the people. 
Ariftocrat, One who wiſhes to promote the intereſt of a few 
at the expence of mm ; | 
Royaliſt, - Among the ignorant part of mankind ſignifies, a- + 


- perſon attached to regal government : among artful courtiers 


it is a veil for their own ariſtocracy. 
Loyaliſt -A ſupporter of the conſtitution of his country. 
Citizen. — The ancient appellation given to the members of free 


e&,—can only with propriety, be applied to a member of 
a State, whoſe government has been inſtituted by foreign&on- 


- queſt or the prevalence of a domeſtic faction. 


17. Perſons attempting to treſſpaſs on order, under pretence of 
ſhewing zeal, courage, or any other motive, are io be ſuſpected. 
A noiſy diſpoſition. is ſeldom a ſign of courage, and extreme. 
cal, is often a cloak of treachery, 3 4% 
SECTION II Tie organization and power of a Diviſion, 
1 Fach Diviſion ſhall meet once in a week, on any evening, 


| ine week exeept Thurſday, and Sunday. 


1 


| 7 | 
2. The hourand place of Le: ſhall be at the convenience 
of cach diviſion, but muſt be announced to the eonſtituted 


bodies. 
3. Each Diviſion ſhall cle& ſrom its own members, a Preſi- 


dent, Vice: preſulent, Secretary, Afliſtant Secretary, Delegate, 


and Sub.-delegate. 


4. Each Diviſion ſhall be furniſhed with three books, (viz.) 


one to bear the number of the Diviſion, A ſimilar book, to ba 
called the Supernumerary book of the ſame divifion,—and a 


third for entcring minutes. | 

5. No Diviſion book ſhall contain more than go effective 
names :—ſubject to variation as hereafter mentioned, 

6. Members admitted after the Division ſhall amount to go, 
ſhall be entered in the Supernumerary-book—but not before. 

7. As ſoon as the members entered in the Supernumerary-book, 

ſhall amount to 16, they ſhall be entitled to a number as a new 
Division: They ſhall determine the time and place of their future 


meeting; they ſhall receive a Supernumerary-book, and a 


minute-book, and a new ſupernumerary-book ſhall be delivered 


to the original Diviſion, Eh OR 
8. Members entered in any Supernumerary-book while leſs 


than 16, ſhall be entitled to vote, and, in every reſpe& be confi. 


dered as members of the Diviſion to which ſuch Supernumee - 
rary-book ſhall belong. MO 


g. No new member ſhall have a vote the ſame fitting, in 
which he is admitted; nor transferred member the ſame ſitting 


in which he is transferred. 
10. Each Diviſion ſhall be allowed one ſhilling and ſix- pence 


per week for rent, furniture, &c. 5 


11. Every member ſhall have liberty to introduce one ſtran- 
ger provided ſuch member ſllall anſwer that the ſentiments of 


the ſtranger are similar to ours, and the ſame ſtranger ſhall not 


be introduced more thaa twice, except for the purpoſe of ad- 
miſſion as a member. | 


12. If two or more Diviſions ſhall agree to meet at the ſame ; 


time and place, the following rules ſhall be obſerved, 
13: One Supernumerary-book ſhall ſerve the Whole meeting; 


which ſhall be kept by the Secretary of the oldeſt diviſion preſent, . 


- 14. No new member ſhall be entered in the Supernumerary- 
book, while any Diviſion preſent is ſhort of thirty members. 
15, One Preſident and vice-preſident ſhall ſerve the whole 


meeting. X | 
16. Bach Diviſion alternately ſhall elect from its own meme. 
ders, the Preſident and vice-Preſident, and the Aſſiſtant Se- 


cretary of each Diviſion, alternately, ſhall act as door-keeper. 
17. They ſhall not intermix their Elections of Delegates gr 
ſub-Delegates, Secretaries, or Aſſiſtant Secretaries, nor the re- 
ports of their opinions on referred queſtions, - , | 
18. Members entered in the Supernumerary-book ſhall be 


entitled to vote, and in every reſpect conſidered as members of 


the oldeſt diviſion preſent. 


10. In all Elections, and Deciſions, of referred queſtiong,. 


the Frekdent ſhall take the decigon of the oldeſt di viuon firſt. 


| 
| 


8 

20, The term oldeſt Diviſion is not meant to convey any 
idea of precedency; it is to be underſtood, that Diviſion, 
which mall bear the ſmalleſt number, though it may have 
been formed later than one bearing a greater. 

21. The Delegates and Secretaries of Diviſions ſo meeting, 
Ro not fit together, but diſperſed as nearly as convenient at 

al diſtances. | 

22. Over the ſeat of the Preſident in each meeting of this 
Society, ſhall be ſuſpended a label with theſe words, BE-- 
WARE OF ORATORS. OY! 3 

295 In caſe of perſecution and that the means provided by, 
the VIIth, VIIIch, and IXth, Sections ſof this conſtitution, 
ſhould not, preduce the effett of re-eſtabliſhing a repreſentative 
body of this Society for two weeks ſucceſſively, every diviſion 
ſhall have power to elect four perſons whoſe powers ſhall be 
the ſame as the four officers of the Committee of Delegates; 

24. The ſole object of thoſe four perſons, {hall bc the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the Repreſentative Body, and they ſhall report pro- 
greſs weekly, and be weekly fubject to revocation, 

25. If two or more Diviſious ſhall make the above-mentioned 
election at the ſame time, i the perſons ſo choſen ſhall act in 
conjunction. | 

| SECTIO Ill. Mode of Eledion. 


1. The ordinary election of Delegate and Sub-delegate ſhall- 
be on the sitting next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calen- 
dar Month, at which sitting no visitor ſhall be aamitted, 

2. No member ſhall be allowed to offer himſelf as a candi- 
date, nor to propoſe any other, nor ſolicit votes for himſelf, 
or another on pain of expulsion. | | 

g. Every member except ſuch as have ſerved as Delegates for 
the two preceeding months, ſuch as have not been admitted a 
fortnight and ſuch as are members of any conſtituted body, or 
excuſed by a previous conſent of the Division, ſhall be consi- 
dered as eligible. 5 COR LL TOA 

4. On the evening of election, each member ſhall bring with 
him a piece of paper, on which ſhall be written the name of 
the member whom he wiſhes to be the Delegate, and beneath 
That, the name and number of the voter. f ifs 

ß · Such vote ſhall be given to the preſident without previoug 
communication to any other member, - ELF of 

6. Preciſely at nine o'clock, after which no vote ſhall be re- 
ceived, the preſidnt ſhall read the votes aloud, the Seeretary: 


ſhall enter in the minute-book the names of all the members 


nominated, and againſt each, the numbers of the members who. 
have voted for him. | 
7. The Preſident ſhall read the Secretary's entry aloud, and 


it no error be diſcovered in it, ſhall declare which'ever of the 


nominated perſons ſhall have the greateſt number of votes to be 
the Delegate, and the next greateſt the Sub-delegate. yr 
8. Upon any equality of votes, the deciſion ſhall be by lot, 
9. The Election of Secretary and Aſſiſtant Secretary, ſhall be 
en the lame night, and copdutted in the ſamo manner. 


, . | 
10. Ever member, as ihe Delegate and Sub-delegate, is 


eligible as Secretary, or Aſſiſtant Secretary, 


ld 


11. The Election of Preſident, and Vice-Preſident, may be / 


by open nomination, and ſhew of hands,” 


SECTION IV.—Duty of Prefident, and vice-Prefident. 


1. The preſervation of order though a duty of every member, 
is particularly ſo of the Preſident. | ? 

2. He ſhall take eſpecial care to protect any member from in- 
terruption while ſpeaking, provided ſuch member ſhall confine 
his diſcourſe to the mauer in queſtion, and not exceed ten mi- 
nutes in delivering it, q | 

3. If any member (thinking the president remiſs) ſhall call 
another to order, that call ſhall not be repeated by.any other 
member, The Preſident if gware of the reaſon of ſuch call, 
ſhall give his opinion on the point of order; if not aware of 


any ſufficient reaſon for the interruption, he ſhall require the 


member calling to order, to explain his reaſons, . 
4. The general call of Silence! is the exclusive duty of the 
President. Any other member calling silence is diſorderly. 
5. If he ſhall find it convenient, he may, previous to putting 
any 2 recapitulate impartially the arguments which 
have been offered on it, at which time, and not before, he may 
give his own opinion. "<q 
6. He shall take eſpecial care that the members be ſatisfied, 
that the monthly account of the principal Treaſurer, contains a 
receipt for as mcuh money, as — been raiſed in the Division 
or Divisions preſent. p 2 
7. Previous to quitting the chair, he ſhall read the minutes 
as entered by the Secretary, and sign them. 5 
, If any part of them ſhall appear to him to be erraneouſly 
entered, he ſhall notice the impropriety in the minate book, 
9. He ſhall, on no account, continue in the chair, later than 


than eleven o'clock, P. M. after that hour, the perſons pre- 


ſent axe a private company, and not a Division of this Society. 

10. The Vice-President ſhall be placed in that part of t 
Room which is opposite to the Preſi dent. 

11. His duty is to take care that members ſhall not be imper- 
fectly acquainted with the busineſs in agitation, in conſequence, 
of their being remote from the President, and that they ſhall not 
fall into private and diſorderly converſations. | 
SECTION * V— Secretary and Aſſiſtant Secretary. 

1. The Secretary of each Diviſion ſhall alſo be Treaſurer of 
the ſame, He ſhall remain in office (miſcondutt excepted) one 
Month and be re-eligible. 0 8 
„ | open the buſineſs of each meeting, by taking 
election of ( Prefident, and vice-Preſident, for which purpoſe 
he ſhall not wait longer than 15 minutes after the appointed time, 

3. He ſhall then give the minutes of the laſt meeting ton 
Preſident to be read. including the former Preſidents, objectious, 


. - . 


if any, and they ſhall then be adjuſted. 8 
4. He ſhall enter in the minuie book, every motion whicts 


* 


? 8 0 
ſhall be made and ſeconded, alſo . leon on it, with the 
numbers of votes, both for and againſt. 
5 He ſhall keep the Diviſion, and Supernumerary- books. and 
receive the monthly payments. 

6. If any member default in payment, he ſhall give notice of 
the ſame, at the firſt meeting, after the firſt Thurſday in each 
Calender month; and, if no other member is willing to call on 
the defaulter, it ſhall be his business. 

7. After the President, he ſhall sign all Reſolutions of the 
Division, and all certificates of election. 
8. All certificates ſhall ſpecify the number of votes as given. 
The word unanimous ſhall never be uſed. 
9. At the meeting next before the election of Delegate. the 
Secretary ſhall read a liſt of the names of ſuch members as are 
meligible by this conſtitution, to which ſhall be added the 
names of ſuch members as may give reaſons ſatisfattory to the 

Division for wiſhing to be excuſed ſerviry that office. 4 

10. If any member ſhall default in payment for one month 
ſucceſſively, without a cauſe, ſatisfactory to the Division be 
aſſigned, the Secretary ſhall notice the default opposite to his 
name in the minute book, and his number ſhall be given to the 
next admitted member. | 

11. If he cannot attend his duty in his Division, he ſhall give 
notice to the Aſſiſtant Secretary, and ſend the books to him, 
orto the Division. ek Pk | 3 | 

12. The Aſſiſtant Secretary ſhall tothe utmoſt of his power aſſiſt 
the Secretary in his duty, particularly in calling on defaulters. 

13. When the Secretary is preſent in a Division, the Aſliſt- 

ant Secretary ſhall act as door-ke ; the duty of that ation 

is explaincd by Se. II. Art. XI. 17 
14. In the abſence of Secretary, or Aſſiſtant Secretary, the 

i meeting ſhall appoint another door-keeper. 8 2 
{! 15. Incaſe of removal or violent diſpersion of a Division 
_ it ſhall be the busineſs of the Secretary, and Aſſiſtant Secre- 
1 try, to give notice to the members of a new place and time of 
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| meeting. 5 

[it SECTION VI—Delegate and fub-Delegate 
5 | 1. Every individual Delegate is the immediate ſervant of 
„ the Division which he repreſents, and his functions cannot be 


annulled or ſuſpended, but by their conſent, unleſs expelled 

| the Society by trial of Jury, agreeable to the XIth. Section. 
i* 2. While a Delegate, he is not eligible to any other ſtation or 
7 office; either by his Division or any conſtituted body. 
3. His duty is to attend the meeting of Delegates and aſſi 
in the performance oſſtheir collective duty as hereafter deſcribed. 
[| 4. To attend his own Division duly and faithfully to report 
I Proceedings of the Committee of Delegates, a 
A 6. To compare the account of the principal Treaſurer, with 
that of the Treaſurer of his own Division, and to remark to 
his Division whether they agree or no. 7 | 

6. On all queſtions which may occur in the committee of 
| ; - Delegates, he ſhall vote according to the inſtructions of his 
. sonſtituents. ; 


7. On any queſtion whioh las not been diſcuſſed and decide 


K a ee Tn 2 
—— — — 3 
— * 


E * 
by his conſtituents, he ſhall vote eng to his own judge - 
ment for the intereſt of the Society. 

8. If on any queſtion which his conſtituents have decided, 
new arguments ſhould ariſe which he may think likely to 
change their opinion, he ſhall have liberty to vote for an ad- 
journment of one week; ſubjett however, to the judgment of 
the Division, whether his doubts were real or fictitious. | 

- 9. If he cannot attend the meeting of Delegates, he ſhall give 
notice as early as poſſible to the Sub-delegate. 

10. The Snb-delegate having received ſuch notice, ſhall act 
as Delegate. | | 8 | 

11, The Sub-delegate ſhall always be admiſſible in the Com- 
mittee of Delegates as a visitor. 

12. While preſent, as a visitor, he muſt be silent, but may 
take notes, | | 

13- The Sub-delegate attending the Committee before the 
Delegate, though without notice, ſhall act as Delegate for 
that sitting whenever the Delegate is more than ten minutes 
later than the appointed time. wg 

14. If the Delegate ſhould vacate his ſeat, the Sub-delegate 
ſhall ſucceed him for the remainder of the month, and another 
Sub-delegate ſhall be choſen. ; | 

SECTION VII.—the Commuttee of Delegates. 

1. The Committee of Delegatcs is the repreſentative and legiſ- 
lative body of this ſociety, 

e. Their duty is indivisible, and the repreſentation ſhall not 
be impared by anv appointment, either of themſelves collective- 
ly, or of any other conſtituted 8 which may ſubje& the 
members thereof to be abſent ſrom their meeting, or to be par- 
ties concerned in any {ubject under their diſcuſſion, | 

3. Not leſs than Three-fourths of their whole number ſhall 
be a quorum, except in caſe of perſecution. 

4. There ſhall be no 3 or diſſimilitude between the 
members, by offices of Preſidency, or 3 | 

8. Every Committee of Delegates ſhall, in the laſt Thurſday 
in each Calender month, elect four perſons to ſerve the offices 
of President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Aſſiſtant Secre- 
wry in the next enſuing Committee, 

6, Members of the electing Committee are eligible as officers 
. ofthe enſuing, and officers of electing ſhall be re-eligible, 
7. This election is their final act, collectively ; individually, 

they muſt report at the enſuing meetings of their conſtituents, 
which done, they invariably ceaſe to be Delegates; and ſhall 
not be re- eligible for two ſucceeding months. | 

8. The duty of the four officers abovementioned, is similar 
to thoſe bearing the ſame names in a Division; but they ſhall 
Have no vote in the Committee, nor give any opinion, unleſs 
requelted, except on queſtions of order. | 

9. After forming the Committee, oy receiving and entering 
their certificates, they ſhall each be ſubject to diſmiſſion, if the 
then · preſent Committee ſhould think proper to appdint others 


12 

10, The entries in the 8 ſhall be signed at leaſt 
by two of them, and the minutes of each meeting ſhall be read 
in the enſuing meeting, and open to the inſpection of every in- 
dividual Delegate. | > 

11, Incaſe of any perſecution which may be brought on this 
ſociety, they ſhall provide a place for the meeting of Delegates, 
and give notice thereof to as many Delegates as poſſible. 


12. Such meeting not being fewer than One-third of the De- 


legates, ſhall have all the power of a Committee of Delegates, 

but ſhall on no pretence enlarge the term of their Delegation, 
13. The eſpecial object of ſuch meeting, ſhall be to ſee that 

the executive powers are not negligent or dilatory in rallying 


the diſperſed Divisions, and renewing a complete repreſentative 


14. The duty of the Committee of Delegates is to direct the 
conduct of the executive powers in all matters which do not re- 
quire ſecrecy or expedition. 1 ef wo 

15. To examine the conduct of the excutive powers, whether 
It be agreeable to their own ſdirections, or the directions of any 
former Committee of Delegates,  - | 

16, If the executive power ſhall have done any thing without 
conſent of a Committee of Delegates, it ſhall, on diſcovery, be 


the busineſs of the then Committee of Delegates. to examine 


whether the act was proper, and whether the want of ſuch au- 
thority was juſtifiable, by the neceffity of ſecrecy or diſpatch. 
17: Their conſent to any thing propoſed to be done, or their 
approbation of any thing which has been done by the Executive 
Powers ſhall be to the latter a complete juſt;fication ; except 
ſuch conſent or app iobation {hall be obtained by miſrepreſen- 
tation of facts | 8 
18. They ſhall take ſpecial notice of the conduct of every 


individual member, both of the ſelett committee and the coun- 


cil, and if they ſhall perccive any perſonal oppoſition to pre- 
vail between any two members of thoſe bodies, they ſhalltake 
the firſt opportunity to remove them both, rather than endan- 
ger the ſpreading of diſcord, 3 

19: For the 45 ol electing members of the ſelect Com- 
mittee, and ſpecial Committees, they ſhall always have a com- 


_ plete liſt of the names and numbers of the ſele& Committee 


then exiſting. . | 
20. They may enter in their minute-beok, remarks on the 
conduct, whether moral or political, of any member of the ſe- 
le& Committee, or of the council, or any. perſon eligible to 
theſe ſtations. Log 
21, If the executive powers for the purpoſe of obtaining their 
approbation, ſhall communicate any thing which a majority of. 
the Delegates ſhall approve as neceſſary to be ſecretly done; 
the whole Committee of Delegates are bound to ſecrecy. 
- 22, Their election of One-third of the council, and of the 


Aelect Committee ſhall be conducted in the ſame manner as the. 


election of a Delegate. 


4 
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SECTION VIII—the ſelect Committee. 


1. Shall not exceed the whole, not be leſs than half the num- 
ber of the Committee of Delegates, 2h 

2, Every individual member of this Committee, ig the ſervant 
of the whole ſocicty, and not reſponſible to any particular Divi- 
hon, e , 

3. They ſhall at their fitſt inſtitution, be numbered by lot, 
from one, to the number of their total. | 

4. On the laſt Thurſday in each month, one-third of them 
* ſhall be put the vote of the Committee of Delegates, either to be 

re-clected or others appointed in their place. a 
viz, 1ſt. Month, No. 1, 4, 7, 10.] and ſo on adding 
ad. ditto, No. 2, 5, 8, ach three to the laſt 
gd, ditto, No. g, 6, 9, 12.) number. p 

5. No perſon shall be eligible who has not been a member of 

this fociety three months. | 

6. No member shall be allowed to change his number. 

7, Their appointments of preſidency or Secretaryship shall be 
from their own members, and at their own diſcretion as to per- 
manence. f é a 
3. No member of this Committee shall be admitted until he 
has anſwered in the affirmative, the following queſtion, which 
shall be put by the officers of the Committee of Delegates. 

Do you promiſe that you will not relinquiſh the flativn which you 

are about to take in this Society, on account. of any perſecution whach 
may be brought un i: That you will perſevere in meeting the ſelect 
Committee, and to the utmoſt of your power, encourage every other mem- 

ber of this, Society, to fulfil the duty of his reſpective ſtation ? 
| 1HEIR OFFICE I, | 

1. Preparatory as they may be directed, either collectively 
partially or individually by the Committee of Delegates, or the 
council, | | F | 

*2 Referential as to any matter adopted by the Committee of 
Delegates, or the Council, or by both, which they may judge 

improper, i | 

3- All intended publications of this ſociety shall, previous to 
being printed, undergo their collective examination, 

4- One third of their whole number shall be a quorum. _ 

i | SECTION, IX —the Council. LEW 9, 

1. Shall be compoſed of one Treaſurer, one principal Secre. 
tary, and not leſs than four Aſſiſtant Secretaries. 5 

2. They ſhall be numbered from one to their total, and re-. eli- 

ible - at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner as the ſelect 

ommitte. a 8 | | 

3- The Treaſurer ſhall on the laſt Thurſday in each Calendar 
Month give to the Committee of Delegates, a monthly account 

of the total Sum which he ſhall have received ffom each divi- 
fon in the courſe of the inſtant month, * _. 

4. He ihall alſo give to the ſelect Committee at their meeting 
next before. the laſt Thurſday in - March, June, September and 
December, a quarterly account of all Monies received by him 

on accoont of this Society, and all Diſburfements. .. | 
5. His Quarterly account with the Remarks of the Seleft 


1 | 
| Committee, if any, ſhall be tha FA the Committee of Dele- 
gates, on the laſt Thurſday in March, June, September, and 
| > . conan to be by them examined and reported to the Divisi- 
S. ' , 
6. The principal Secretary ſhall record all Laws which ſhall 
be made by this Society, which ſhall be printed annually, 

7. He ſhall prepare all miſcellaneous correſpondence, namely, 
all ſuch as does not fall within the Department of one or other 
of the asſiſtant Secretaries, and all copies of ſuch Correſpond- 

once for the uſe of the Divisions. 

8 Each Aſſiſtant Secretary ſhall have his particular Depart- 
ment of correſpondence aſſigned to him. - : 
9. As ſoon as any letter is received, it shall be the busineſs of 
the Secretary to whoſe department it shall belong, to prepare 
an an{wer. EY, 

10. The draught of the anfwer, shall be firſt ſubmitted to the 
Select Committee, | 

11. It shall next, with the objections and propoſed amend- 
ments of the ſelect Committee, if any, be laid before the Com- 
mittee of Delegates. Ms... 


12 If the committee of Delegates shall think neceſſary to order 
any alterations, they shall ſignify the ſame in writing, ſigned by 
two of their officers, 1! 

13: Every member of the council shall be really acquainted 

_ with every tranfaction of this ſociety, however ſecret. - | 
1.4. Each member of the council shall have a complete liſt | 
of the members of ever diviſion of this ſociety, with their reſi- 
dences, which liſt he shall depoſit to the beſt of his judgment 
in a place o afety | | 
15. Collectively, the council shall have a power of reference 
to the diviſions, as to any propoſal adopted by the committee 

| of Delegates, or ſelect committee. 855 ü 

10. It shall be the buſineſs of the council to make enquiry for 
proper places for Diviſions to meet; and to recommend 
| | transfers of members for the purpoſe of forming new diviſiens 
or, {trengthening ſuch as may decay, | | 
| 17. All letters of this ſociety shall be ſigned at leaſt by two of 
the council, who ſhall alſo fign the Copy kept. | | 

18, All letters {ent with conſent of the Delegates, and Select 

committee, shall be ſigned + for the London Corresponding 
6 Society., All letters lent without ſuch conſent shall be ſigned 
« for the Council of the London Corresponding Society.“ | 
19. No letter shall be ſent without previous conſent of the 
council collectively, and not leſs than rworthinds shall be a 
quorum, 2 | 
20, For any ſpecial purpoſe, they may require the aſſiſtance of 
any member of this > not bs ee or Sub- delegate 
SECTION xX, General Articles including Reference. | 
1. Every propoſal which shall be feverally approved 2 majo- 
rity of the Delegates, of the Select committee, and, of the coun- 
Cil shall be adopted and con ſidered as an Act of this Society, and 
remain in force as ſuch, until refcinded either, by the concur- 
rence of ſimilar majorities or by reference to the diviſions, 
2. The concurrence of ſuch majoritics shall be ſufficient to de- 
grade any ul ember of ee ſeleet committee or of the council, pre- 
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| 15 
vious to the ordinary period of election; as shall alſo, a refer. - 
ence to the diviſions; provided always, that the party objected 
to, Shall have fujl opportunity of exculpating himſelf, ; 
3. The concurrence of a majority of each of the three conſti- 
tuted bodies, shall be fufficient to alter the Vth. Article of the 
II. Section, by making the number of members required to 
form a Diviſion more or leſs, provided there shall always be a 
number aſcertained, beyond which, no member $hall be enter- 
ed in any Uiviſion-book, and provided that the number required 
for inſtituting a Diviſion, shall always be one more than half 
the number, at which a Diviſion shall be accounted full. | 
4. If it shall appear beneficial to the Society, to inſtitute a 


new Diviſion, ina place where a fufficient number of members 


cannot at firſt be obtained, or to continue an old Diviſion, 
which may have decreaſed below the number required. The 
conſtituted bodies ſhall have power, notwithſtanding the defi- 
ciency of number to make the uſual allowance for rent, &c. but 
not longer than three months, unleſs ſpecially authorized by 
reference to the Diviſions; and provided there ſhall never be 
more than one third of the whole number of Diviſions of this de- 
ſcription. | 
5, Not more than one half of the ſelect Committee shall at 
any time be detached on ſpecial Committees, either by the coun- 
cil, or the Delegates, | 

6, Referred queſtions shall never be accompanied by deputa- 
tions, They shall come in the ſame form before each diviſi- 
on; namely a copy of the queſtion, and of ſuch remarks, as the 
parties concerned shall think proper to make on it. 

7 The remarks shall be in numbered articles, free from de- 
clamation or panegyric. | : 1 Pegs 

8 On all queſtions intended for reference, each of the con- 
ſtituted bodies shall have an opportunity of ſending out its re- 
marks; but for this purpoſe the whole of them shall not be al 
lowed longer than one week, | | 

9 If a queſtion be referred at the inſtance of an individual, 
he shall provide as many copies of the queſtion, and of his own 
re marks as may be neceſſary to ſupply all the diviſions, 

10 Any. individual providing ſuch copies, and demanding a 
reference, shall not be denied. | 

11, If a queſtion be referred at the inſtance of a diviſion, or 
by one or more of the conſtituted bodies, the copies shall be 
provided by the reſpective Secretaries, 

12 The report on a referred queſtion shall not be required 
in leſs than two weeks, fromthe Thurſday on which the copies 
of queſtion and remarks compleat, shall have been given to the 
Delegates · 15 | 
1g The Delegates having received ſuch copies, shall commu- 
Ru. them in the next meeting of their reſpective diviſions. 
Exch diviſion may then diſcuſs the queſtion, but shall not de- 
cid e it until the next meeting, at ſooneſt: 

14 No member shall be . to ſpeak on a referred queſti- 
on, except in the diviſion of which he is a member; 

15 The expences of all the conſtituted bodies, shall be paid 
* the general ſtock, | WA | | 


i SECTION XI,—of . and Trial. 
0 ; 1, If any member shall think another unworthy of being a 
member of this ſociety, or that he has acted in any degree impro- 
perly, he shall offer his accuſation in writing, ſigned by himſelf, 
4 in the Diviſion of which the acculed is a member. e 
# | 2. Every accuſation ſhall ſtate the law on which itis grounded, 
| 3 If the decifion of the diviſion shall be in favor of the accuſed, 
the trial shall go no farther; if not, the accuſer shall give a 
ſtatement of the caſe, in writing, to the Delegate of his own di- 
viſion, to be laid before the committee of Delegates. | g 
4. No vote or reſolution touching any matter of accuſation 
shall paſs in any diviſion,except that of the accuſed,(as mention- 
R ed in the laſt Article) nor in any of the conſtituted Bodies, 
| 5. The Delegates Dang reed the caſe, shall elect four 
perſons, not of their own body, nor of the diviſion, or diviſions 
concerned, to act as Preſident, Secretary, Vice-Preſident, and 
Aſſiſtant- Secretary in the enſuing trial. | 
6, They shall alfo, iſſue notices to each diviſion, except thoſe 
of which the accuſer or accuſed are members; mentioning the 
time and place of trial, and the four perſons whom they have ap- 
pointed to ſuperintend it, and requiring each of them, to return 
: one Juryman, | | 
7. Each diviſion, shall return of its own members, one Jury- 
| man, by lot; but none of the four perſons appointed to ſuperin- 
tend the WY nor any member of any conſtituted body, Shall 
returnable. | 3 
| | 8. Every Juryman fo drawn, and failing to attend at the ap- 
3 pointed time, shall forfeit twoshillings and ſixpence, except in 
calaſe of ſickneſs; as shall alſo, each ſuperintendant. 
| The fuperintendants shall, by lot, take twelve names out 
of the whole number preſent, whe shall be the jury for that trial 
unleſs the accuſed object, which he may do to four of them, but, 
not more. a 
I 10, The accuſer and accuſed shall each be allowed one A ſſiſt- 
| ant, at their own choice, | i 
| 11 The Prefident shall read the accuſation, and call on the 
accuſer to produce his evidence, 4 5 
1g The evidence on the part of the accuſer being cloſed, the 
accuſed may call his evidence, | 251 1 2 
12 During the time each witneſs is giving his evidence, he + 
may be croſs examined by the Jury, the Preſident, the Accuſed, 
the Accuſer, or either of their Aſſiſtants. 

14 The evidence being cloſed, the Accuſed and his Aſſiſt. 
ant shall be allowed to comment on it, and make his defence; 
but the croſs examination shall be deemed ſufficient on the part 
of the accuſer, ; n 3 

15 If the Preſident shall think proper, he may recapitulate 
the principal points of the evidence, and comment on them: 

15 The Jury Shall give their verdif in writing, ſigned by all 
their names: DEL þ 

17 If the Jury bal not within two hours agree, that the 
Accuſed is guilty, he shall be acquitted: | 

18 The iſſue of the trial shall be reported to the Committee 
of Delegates, and 7 them to the diviſions: | 

a 


„ 
* 
1 — < r ey, a 7 
- 


— 


ele 1, and 11, Sections are rerommer " vediatr a. 


5 


— 
. 


* 
. 9 . : ” 
. Y * 
. ” * 
— Re 1 5 / 
w 


p 7 4 
Y „ 


